Steps Toward
e

Deliverance

We’ve walked through the destruction and debate portion of Job, so now
let’s look at the most exciting part of the book — the deliverance part.

Job positioned himself to experience a spectacular deliverance of God
with almost no spiritual resources. How? There were five things he did that
aligned his life and his attitude with God’s best for his life. If we can learn
from these steps and apply them to our own lives regardless of what we’re
suffering, we can experience a glorious “end of the Lord” just as Job did.

Step #1: An Unwavering Commitment
to the Lord

The first step Job made toward deliverance is seen in Job 13:15. He
made a remarkable comment: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.”

Commitment. Even though Job thought God was behind his trouble, he
still said, ““Yet will I trust in Him.”

We need to have that same attitude. Commitment has to be in place
before deliverance can ever be ours. No matter what’s happening to us and
even when we don’t understand it, when we’re determined not to turn our
backs on Him, we’ll experience the Lord’s delivering power.

Commitment to God starts with commitment to His Word, because God
and His Word are one (John 1:1). Commitment to His Word means you are
committed to believing and obeying His commandments. That’s how you
keep the door open for God’s power to work in your life.

Let me show you what I mean. Say you’ve been tithing for a year or two
and you haven’t seen your finances increase. What should you do next?



Should you stop tithing because you haven’t seen results? No, you should
remain committed to God’s Word. Keep tithing whether or not you’ve seen
the manifestation of His promises.

What if you’ve had hands laid on you for healing but you haven’t yet
seen the manifestation of your healing? Do you stop believing? No, you
remain committed to believing what His Word says — that you are healed
by Jesus’ stripes (1 Peter 2:24) and the prayer of faith will heal the sick
(James 5:15).

Many people haven’t arrived at this level of commitment yet. People
“try” the Word on for size. They give it a shot for a few months. As long as
matters work out to their satisfaction, they’ll stick with it. But if situations
run counter to their prayers and six months pass without seeing God’s
answer and nothing’s changed, they’ll say, “So long. This deal doesn’t
work. I’m going back to my own way of doing it.”

If you want God to move on your behalf, you’ll have to be just as
committed as Job was. You’ll have to commit to follow the Lord and His
Word regardless of your limited human understanding. (If you could
intellectually embrace everything that happened, God wouldn’t be much of
a God, would He?) The Word does not and will not change no matter what
circumstance you are facing. It remains true, even when things aren’t lining
up like you thought they would.

An unshakeable, unswerving commitment to God — that’s the first step
toward seeing the deliverance of the Lord in your life.

Step #2: Avoiding Hearsay

The second step toward deliverance is found in Job 42:5: “I have heard
of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You” (NKJV).

Up until this point, Job had only heard about God through the “hearing
of the ear,” which refers to hearing people speak about God naturally. He’s
not referring to the spiritual hearing we see in Romans 10:17 (“Faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”).



When you hear the Word preached, those words carry anointing and
bring faith, quite the opposite of the hearsay you hear from other people.

Job makes a necessary move away from what he’s heard others say
about God to a personal revelation of who God really is.

His revelation of God wasn’t seen through natural eyes. Job began to see
God through the spiritual eyes of his understanding, which Paul prayed in
Ephesians 1:18: “...the eyes of your understanding being enlightened.” Job
saw for himself who God was. He had a personal revelation of God.

Just like Job, you need to move away from hearsay. From my
experience, hearsay is involved in every warped view of God; and most
often, it’s at the root of each problem. “Well, you know, I heard from my
good friend, who’s a wonderful Christian, that he believed and stood in
faith for months and months, and healing didn’t come. So it must be the will
of God that some people are sick.”

We have no excuse to be dependent on hearsay. We have the Word of
God, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and creation. If you’ve never invited
the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of God’s Word to your heart and to reveal
the character of God to you, I encourage you to do it right away. Getting a
revelation for yourself of who God really is requires you to close your ears
to hearsay.

Step #3: Repentance

After receiving a clear, personal revelation of God, Job took his third
step toward deliverance: “Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes” (Job 42:6). Job repented.

Repentance doesn’t just simply mean we are sorry. It means we are
purposely changing the direction of our lives. Usually, it means turning
away from sin we’ve committed.

It’s interesting to note the Bible says in all his trials, Job didn’t sin. If
that’s the case, what was he repenting of? Words. Job said to God, “I have



uttered what I did not understand” (Job 42:3 NKJV), and then he repented
of those utterances.

Remember what Job said in Job 7:11? “Therefore I will not restrain my
mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the
bitterness of my soul” (NKJV). Job didn’t watch what he said. He spoke
what he thought without realizing the meaning behind it.

Too many Christians do the same thing. They fail to connect with the
power of God and see His grace manifest in their lives because they say
whatever they want to say. They don’t “refrain their mouths.” If they want
deliverance, though, they’ll have to come to the same conclusion Job did:
repent, not just of wrong behavior but also of wrong words.

Proverbs 18:21 says, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”
Jesus said by your words, you’ll be justified or condemned (Matthew
12:37). You can’t speak words of death and corruption and expect to enter
into the restoring grace of God. You’re going to have to deal with wrong
words: harsh words you spoke to your spouse; words of unbelief (“I don’t
know how we can pay these bills”); words of complaint (“I don’t know why
this is happening, I’ve been tithing for a year”).

Repent by saying, “God, I blew it, and I’'m going to change the way I
speak.” Then begin speaking words of life, words that line up with the
Word of God, words that come to you from the Word of God by the Spirit
of God.

So far, we’ve learned the road to deliverance starts with a commitment
to God and His Word and is followed by receiving our own revelation of
God instead of living by hearsay. The third step is changing the words that
we speak.

Step #4: Forgive and Forget

Job’s fourth step on his road to deliverance is found in Job 42:10: “And
the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends.”



Being that prayer is your personal communion with God, it will always
be essential to your deliverance. Too many people want to go to a
deliverance service on Friday night and have someone else pray for them,
casting out of them whatever they need deliverance from.

That sort of prayer has its place, but it’s not the route to deliverance in
the broader sense we’ve been discussing. We have to establish personal
communion with God before we can expect His power to flow in our lives.
Job’s captivity was turned when he prayed.

Part of the reason why God directed Job to pray for his friends was
because Job had to deal with the unforgiveness stored up in his heart. As
Jesus said in Mark 11:25, “And whenever you stand praying, if you have
anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also
forgive you your trespasses” (NKJV).

Unforgiveness cannot remain in our lives. And Job had a lot of
opportunity to hold an offense against his friends. If you review the debate
(chapters 4 through 30), you’ll see the four men said some tough things to
one another, resulting in a build up of poison, hurt, and bitterness.

In commanding Job to pray for his friends, I believe God was saying,
“Job, before deliverance can come to you, you’re going to have to deal with
unforgiveness.” The same is true for us. We can’t pray effectively unless we
forgive, and God can’t forgive us and answer our prayers until we do.

Now it’s easy to say “I forgive you.” It’s a different story when you
realize that biblical forgiveness is defined as forgetting. You haven’t
forgiven if you haven’t forgotten. Too often in counseling situations I see
people who’ll say, “Oh, I’ve forgiven them.” But then for the next hour,
they’ll recount in great depth and detail all the pain the other person had
inflicted on them. Then they wonder why the power of God is so
conspicuously absent from their lives.

Forgiveness hasn’t happened if we haven’t forgotten.

When God looks at people, He doesn’t see all that’s wrong with them.
He sees them as people He loves so much that He sent Jesus to die for them.



We should see people the same way.

We have to quit seeing people on the basis of how they’ve wronged us,
no matter how vile it may have been. When we see people from God’s point
of view, we won’t dwell on the unjust things they’ve done to us. Instead,
we’ll be able to pray for them out of a true heart of forgiveness.

This is what God is telling Job in chapter 42: “Job, you need to pray for
your friends, because there’s unforgiveness there and it’ll stand between
you and deliverance.”

Forgiveness is the fourth step to deliverance. We have to forgive, and
then we have to forget.

Step #5: Serving Others

The fifth step toward deliverance can also be seen in verse ten: Job
prayed for his friends. He took his eyes off everything that was wrong in his
life and focused his attention on somebody else’s need.

This is the final key to your deliverance. You’ve got to get your eyes off
everything you need and begin concerning yourself with the needs of
others. This is a hard lesson for our flesh to learn, but it’s an absolutely
essential one. We have to get rid of the self-absorption that says, “My
problem is worse than what anyone else is going through.”

Most people, Christians included, spend their whole lives addressing
their own problems. They never get the revelation that the greatest source of
happiness available to them is to help others with their problems. Until I
realized this, I was one miserable human being. It’s a lesson that too many
of us never learn, and we miss out on the Lord’s deliverance as a result.

Let’s look again at God’s words to Eliphaz the Temanite:

Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams,
go to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering;
and My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I
deal with you according to your folly; because you have not spoken



of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.” ... And the Lord

restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends (Job 42:8, 10
NKJV).

Job’s three friends had set themselves up to experience what Job was
going through, and God wanted to help them out. Galatians 6:1 can help us
better understand this: “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you
who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted” (NKJV).

When you correct fellow Christians whose sins or errors of judgment
have laid them open to Satan’s attacks, you must do it meekly or you’ll
expose yourself to whatever is threatening them. In keeping with this New
Testament text, God was saying to Job, “Your three friends are in a
dangerous place. I don’t want them to have to go through what you’ve been
through. I want you to pray for them. They’re not in a position to approach
Me right now, but when they make proper sacrifice, I’ll receive your prayer.
I want you to minister to their needs. You can help them ward off calamity.”

Remember, these are men with whom Job has just been in a shouting
match. He’s still hurting, too; he hasn’t received deliverance yet. But in the
midst of Job’s pain, God said, “Job, I want to use you to help your friends.”
And Job must come to the place where he can be used by God before God
will be able to meet his need.

The story ends well: Job took the last step that all of us must take in
order to experience deliverance. He began to serve the needs of others. This
phrase sums up everything we’re called to do and to be as Christians on this
earth. We’re here to serve the needs of other people; and when we do so, we
open ourselves up to the delivering power of God.

A major reason why the enemy brings trials into your life is to distract
you from God’s primary call: to serve. If Satan can get you concerned
exclusively with poor ol me, what you need, your own agenda, your
program, he can prevent you both from serving others and from
experiencing deliverance.



The whole New Testament brings home this truth. Philippians 2:4 — 9 is
a good example:

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also
for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name (NKJV).

Here as elsewhere, we’re told to be conformed to the image of Jesus.
How do we do that? We do it by becoming a servant. When we do, we open
ourselves to the delivering power of God.

God’s Definition of Service

When you think of serving others, don’t think about it narrowly.
Understand how God defines service. He doesn’t just mean baking a cake
and running it over to your neighbor or helping clean someone’s house.
That could be what you’re called to do from time to time, but only one kind
of service will make a lasting difference in people’s lives; and that’s getting
Jesus to them — getting the unbeliever saved and getting the Christian
grown up in the Word of God.

This is exactly what Jesus Himself did. He helped people out in common
ways — feeding them loaves and fishes, turning water into wine, cooking
breakfast for the disciples after His resurrection — but His primary concern
was to minister salvation to them by the Word of God.

You can do the same thing. Help other people get connected with God in
any way you can, just as Job did when he acted as an intercessor for his
friends.



What’s the best way to do it? There are all sorts of ways you can do it.
Invite a friend to church. Give someone a tract. Buy your neighbor a book.
Send a friend a teaching CD. Share your testimony. Call your friend and
invite him or her to church again.

This is the best way you can serve other people. When you see someone
else in need, serve that person, especially with the Word of God, no matter
how great your own need may be or how loudly your flesh is demanding
your attention. You’ll open the door to your own deliverance.

I’11 talk about this fundamental principle further in later chapters. For the
moment, let’s summarize the five steps to deliverance we’ve seen in the
example of Job. If they worked for him, they will surely work for us.

e Have an unshakeable commitment to God and His Word.

Receive an authentic revelation of God, not based on hearsay.

Repent of wrong words in addition to wrong behavior.

Forgive those who have offended us and forget the offenses.

e Turn our attention and efforts to serving others.

What can we expect will happen when we do these things? Job 42:10 —
17 shows us Job’s glorious deliverance. The Lord turned his captivity, gave
him twice as much as he had before, blessed him with fourteen thousand
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, a thousand she asses,
and a whole new family — seven beautiful sons and three daughters.

Now that’s a glorious end of the Lord!

Let the New Testament stand your traditional view of Job on its head. As
you interpret Job in light of the Gospel, you’ll see glorious truth that will set
you on your own path to deliverance.



